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Figure 4: An aerial view of the field hospital from the 
Barbados Defence Force being assembled

BARBADOS DEPLOYS FIELD HOSPITAL AND EMERGENCY MEDICAL TEAM TO SUPPORT 

JAMAICA AFTER HURRICANE MELISSA

Strengthening On-the-Ground Capacity Through the CDEMA Regional Response 

Mechanism

The Caribbean Disaster Emergency Management Agency (CDEMA) through grant funding from the United Kingdom Foreign, 

Commonwealth & Development Office (UKFCDO) facilitated the deployment of the Barbados Emergency Medical Team (EMT) for two 

(2) consecutive two-week rotations as part of the Hurricane Melissa relief and recovery efforts, under the umbrella of the Regional 

Response Mechanism (RRM). The field medical facility arrived in Kingston on November 21, 2025, followed by the deployment of forty-

four (44) Emergency Medical Team (EMT) personnel from Barbados on November 22, 2025. An additional sixteen (16) medical 

professionals from across the region inclusive of officers from the Barbados Defense Force (BDF) who were previously deployed, has 

brought the total number of EMT personnel  in Jamaica to sixty (60). The EMT, in collaboration with the Engineering Regiment of the 

Jamaica Defence Force (JDF), is advancing the installation of the field medical hospital in Savanna La Mar, Jamaica. Progress to date 

includes site preparation, frame assembly, and completion of internal configuration works. 

The field hospital is expected to be fully operational by Friday, November 28th, 2025. Once completed, the facility will provide critical 

additional clinical capacity to support medical personnel in delivering patient care and addressing surge health needs in the affected 

parishes.  

Figure 3: Ground view of the field hospital in Savannah La 
Mar, Jamaica

Figure 1: The team from the Barbados Defence Force 
(BDF) preparing to depart for Jamaica to support the 

Field Medical Hospital.

Figure 2: The Barbados Defence Force teams assembling the 
field medical hospital in Jamaica.
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Updates from the CDPG Thematic Working Groups (TWG) - 

Actions by the RRM Partners as of 5:00 p.m. on November 25th, 2025

➢ Sectoral leadership meetings have been rescheduled to Mondays and Thursdays to facilitate coordination 
between national and international partners while allowing for field operations.

➢ CDEMA support in Jamaica includes six (6) CARICOM Operational Support Team (COST) personnel and five 

(5) CARICOM Emergency Telecommunications (CETT) personnel.

➢ The Barbados Defence Force Field Medical Hospital was deployed on November 22nd, 2025, with two (2) two-

week rotations planned to provide surge support to medical personnel, and deliver critical patient care in 

Savanna La Mar, Jamaica.

COORDINATION 

MNCCC

➢ The MNCCC has reduced its meeting schedule to once per week in alignment with the decreased military 
presence on the ground.

➢ Canada remains the sole military partner providing support to the JDF through the Operational Support Hub in 
Kingston, as military engagement on the ground continues to scales down. 

EARLY RECOVERY 

➢ No new updates have been reported, the previous updates remain valid.

EMERGENCY SHELTER

➢ Household and satellite-based damage assessments are ongoing across affected communities, accompanied 

by continued distribution of non-food items.

➢ A small number of displaced persons remain in formal shelters. Schools are reopening where possible, and 
many households are securing alternative accommodation.

➢ Shelter partners are supporting debris removal and temporary roof repairs, while collaborating with the Jamaica 

Association of Engineers, academic institutions, humanitarian partners, and the government to finalize a 
comprehensive Shelter Recovery Strategy.

➢ For households whose homes were destroyed homes or located in high-risk areas, medium to long-term 

recovery solutions are being explored, including community-driven self-recovery, prefabricated housing units, 
and relocation where necessary.

➢ An environmental screening will guide upcoming humanitarian shelter interventions.

➢ Preliminary assessments indicate that about 45% of homes assessed to date has sustained severe damage. 

http://www.cdema.org/


Caribbean Disaster Emergency Management Agency. Resilience Way, Lower Estate, St. Michael, Barbados 

www.cdema.org Tel: (246) 434-4880, Fax: (246) 271-3660

CDEMA Situation Report #16

5

Updates from Impacted Participating State

EMERGENCY TELECOMS

➢ Connectivity has been restored and expanded to sixty-four (64) sites, benefiting approximately twenty-five 

thousand (25,000) people.

➢ Key hospitals and schools, such as Balaclava, have been successfully connected.

➢ Plans are in progress to establish connectivity at the Barbados Field Hospital site in Savannah La-Mar.

➢ Efforts are transitioning towards a longer-term national connectivity strategy, developed in collaboration with 

relevant government agencies and partners.

➢ The Vodafone Foundation and Cisco Crisis Response have concluded their missions, while Ericsson remains on 

the ground to continue support.

➢ The SpaceX Starlink service has been tentatively extended through December, pending formal confirmation.

➢ Connectivity gaps persist in rural and inland communities where terrain and access constraints continue to pose 

challenges.

HEALTH

➢ No new updates have been reported, the previous updates remain valid.

➢ Meetings have been convened between the agricultural sector, Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 

Nations (FAO), Caribbean Private Sector Organization (CPSO) and CDEMA to discuss the repurposing of funds 

to support agricultural recovery, including fisheries and farmers.

➢ Logistical obstacles in market access, particularly transportation and distribution, have been identified as a 

priority concern.

➢ The private sector continues to provide weekly updates and is actively engaged in the coordination efforts.

➢ Preparations are underway to collaborate with United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) to develop 

broader early recovery strategies, including debris removal and cash-for-work initiatives.

PRIVATE SECTOR

➢ Resources are being mobilized to support early recovery, with emphasis on GBV and child protection needs.

➢ The Protection subgroup met on November 14th and 21st, the Child Protection subgroup met on November 24th 

coordinated by UNICEF and government partners.

➢ Increasing GBV response needs have expanded subgroup activities, with ongoing mapping of services and 

psychosocial support. 
➢ The Child Protection Working Group convenes weekly on Mondays at 11 a.m.

➢ Coverage gaps remain in Hanover and Trelawney, and work continues to identify solutions and clarify GBV 
referral pathways.

PROTECTION
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Updates from the CDPG Thematic Working Groups (TWG) - 

Actions by the RRM Partners as of 5:00 p.m. on November 25th, 2025

➢ A summary of shipments received in Jamaica as at, November 23rd, 2025, is represented below:

RELIEF & LOGISTICS 

➢ A site visit conducted on November 

21st, 2025, identified gaps in 

visibility and accountability within 
the downstream supply chain.

➢ The CDEMA Logistics System 

(CLS) has been adopted to 

enhance tracking and management 

of relief supplied. 

➢ CLS training is ongoing for the 

Jamaican Defence Force staff at 
the major national warehouses. 

WASH

➢ No new updates have been reported, the previous updates remain valid.

➢ Collaborative mapping of the downstream supply chain was conducted, and the schematic was presented to 
the NEOC and sector meetings.

➢ A total of eight (8) air rotations (75 MT) and five (5) sea shipments (600 MT) were transported from Barbados to 
Jamaica, delivering six hundred and seventy-five (675) MT in total.

➢ Support was provided to forty-four (44) partners and agencies, including coordination, information sharing, and 
common services.
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Donations and Pledges Made By Countries/Partners - As at 5:00 p.m. 

November 25th, 2025
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Donations and Pledges Made By Countries/Partners - As at 5:00 p.m. 

November 25th, 2025

Summary

➢ Thanks are extended to all RRM partners for their continued support to national and regional preparedness, 

response, and recovery efforts.

➢ CDEMA and RRM partners remain actively engaged in supporting the relief and recovery operations in the 

affected Participating States and will continue to provide updates as the situation evolves.
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